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In comparing two different firms that I would consider working for I found NASA to be preferable over IBM.
First of all just looking at the companies and what they do proves NASA to be the better one.  NASA performs research and works on ways to better improve society for everyone.  IBM is a private company whose only real goal is to make money.  Working for NASA would make me proud of my job as well as bringing in a good income and benefits.

Both companies offer the usual benefits such as vacation, health and life care, and sick leaves.  NASA also offers fitness centers, flexible schedules, tuition assistance, cafeterias, a credit union, and many more benefits.  IBM did not really have to many other benefits besides a retirement plan.  When it came to pay IBM would not give even an average but stated your pay depends on how much your group brings in for the company, which is very subjective and could result in either very poor or very good pay.  NASA has tables that list average starting pay according to your grade and listed average raises at scheduled intervals.  The pay NASA offers is very generous as well starting in the 50,000 range.
The only real benefit IBM had over NASA was the fact that IBM is worldwide and has jobs all over the globe.  All in all NASA was the winner for me and definitely more attractive than IBM.

